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FORGING THE SHIELD

THE U.S. ARMY IN EUROPE, 1951—-1962
Donald A. Carter

Forging the Shield by author Donald A. Carter, tells
the story of U.S. Army forces in Europe during the
1950s and eatly 1960s. It spans the period between
the return of major U.S. combat forces to Germany
in 1951 and the aftermath of the Berlin crisis in

1961-1962. During that time, the troops in Europe

~ became the public face of the Army to Americans

as well as to the rest of the world. The service

% directed almost all of its training, equipment and

torce development toward that potential day when
its troops would face Soviet divisions streaming
through the Fulda Gap and into Germany. The
establishment of a credible conventional deterrent
in Germany, backed up with nuclear forces, was

one of the central linchpins of the U.S. strategy of

containment of Soviet power. This important volume tells the story of the U.S. Army in the early

days of the Cold War as our commitment evolved into the multigenerational defense of Europe

and the values of freedom.
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The Center of Military History (CMH) provides the United States Army, from senior civilian
and military leaders to individual soldiers, with an awareness of history. The purposes are to
educate and inform. Other military services, policymakers, government agencies, and the public at
large also benefit from the Center’s history program. To those ends, CMH produces publications
on the history of the United States Army for worldwide distribution, administers the Army’s far-
ranging field history operations, and manages the Army’s museums both stateside and abroad.
CMH publishes books, monographs, pamphlets, CD-ROMs, historical map posters, and the

professional bulletin Ay History. For more about the Center, go to www.history.army.mil; the

home page also provides a link to CMH’s online book catalog.
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